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‘he eﬂxact date of the org%nljatlon of the congregation of Ainwell

on érdmr Creek cannct be atated,but probably it is some few years lat-

er &han the planting of the Leba&on Church on Little River,in Fairfield
Di&L@ict wvhose annals begin as edrly ags 1765. An aporoximate time how
evel,is fixed by the celebratlon;of the gemi-centennial of the church
of kimwell in the ycar lSéO,thusgplacing the actual organization abou¥
1790, Yevertheless,it was nine méars after this suggoﬁj& time of birthv
it

o-%it,on 25th of October 1799,when it wasg received within the care 02'

the‘orgina_ Presbytery of South Oarolina and recognized as o church

orgtnizaﬁion. It is interesting,in pagsing,to note that the meating of
the| State Presbyter; when this took place,which was held at Beersheba

Chujrch,in York District,was the!ﬂast state segsion orior to a divieion
t ¢ -

intp First and Second Presbyteriés of South Carclina.
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here were only about thirtyi&embers of Almwell when th.y first %
forhed a conuregation,and the ho@se of worship ves erccted upon a plol
of [round donated for that pnrpqée in 1798 by Mr.Francis Robinson abow™

the| site of the present residencd of lr.Ed :lellichanpy,on Third Avenue

in this tovm. The faeble church |ghortly ¥fcame under the care of the
| .

Revheorge Reed,whoge relationshlp continued for a siace of sevend

yemrs when he removed to Camden.‘Mr.John Rosbhorough was ordained as

the| first and Nr.W1111am.Rob1nsan ag the second elder,in 1&8Cl. The

membry of ¥Mr.Rosborough, the patﬁiarch and sheplhierd of the flock,its
vir&u&l founder and chief m&ins?#y for over a generation,is enqﬂjned
indissuwubly with the history of%%he churech he loved and served so 1o?ﬁf
andéfaithfully. Tillhiﬁfdéﬂﬁh{%ﬂ‘!424innaﬂd out-of cecason,in depres-
giohn of gpiritual 1life With'Tﬁ%éTmeSiOns fregquent of nastoral charge

=14d| then as well as at times WhJ the cnurch mvoke to its miggsion and
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served fully the geople 1n‘1ts éeach Lr.John uosbbr0ugh was ever true

and zealous in good works.and‘ﬁd 4168 4 servant of the Lotd “fyll of -




grace [and lamented by the entire cbﬁmunity in whichh he noved.

The early history of this 1itt1L corner cf the state that embraces
ﬂimwell ig that,malnly,of the famliwes of the Rogboroughs,the Robinsom$;
/%hc Kennedys.the Craigs and Walkebs though the Hoods and Hunters,the
LcQus%ters and others are not to be omitted.

For . long time Mr.John M.CGoza mho wag ordained elder in lay 1843
and died in 1865 filled a positiongof prominence in the church. The
familf appears to be extinct here&ﬁouts in the male line,only leaving
&8 a gurbous reniinder the quaint oid time dwelling so peoominently set
upon &he hill as one toes down the%LonLtown road,end 2lways called the

L

"Coza house.

| :
Makor George R.Hunter was anotbér elder long in office,biing Drdai”ga

with &oza,and surviving the Yar B%éween the 3tates. Mr.Hunter was an

; |,
educa':ted man of prominence in thid?section.a gon of the well knovn Q
Presbﬁterian divine of Revolutionafy times the Rev.Humphrey Hunter of
Lincohn County,.C.,who for nearlyéforty yeara preached fo the souls
and gﬁve medicine to the bodies ofghis congrezations,after first serve
ing h&s country as a goldier of diétinction. MajHunter's father was
an Irﬁsh immigrant and his mother ﬁaa the daughter of the well known

Dr.Jﬁmes Roamg of Laursens district.%

aj Hunter built =and resided jﬁ the dwelling just east of town now
owned by Mr.Geddings,and his gam11J also 1s cxtinct as to this section.

There appcars to have been thre@ buildings in guccession to the
orlanal church erected on the si?é given to the congregation by Mr.
.G .Palner,valca ig novw the cemetény on the Winnsborofroazd,when the
601flce then in uge was taken down and removed to he used agnin asg o

churqh by the colored congregation{ofxErssbytqr;ana fon the Smallowood

i
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Thls last bulldlng Pnowh stric*
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Y a Ainwell wa.s ucdlcated by Rev.

G.W.Eo s on Trlday,Nov 18 l&ag i, is neld in af fectlonate remeuibrant®

by many devout members of ad%éﬁgiﬁL years who lament the changes of




thqﬂ %Ei}l&%--o_f.-‘-time . Tac ii CTCRIEIN T CAE SN Codnnents oA
E| ly in the tlﬁntlesﬁyhﬁpﬂhbﬁlnﬁﬂ'Anbhﬁny Bﬂﬁb aerved as pastor i

connbetlon with Winnsboro .and, L;hﬁnon.removzng to “endleton district
% |
however as early as 1822, the chﬁﬂdﬁ*of Atmwell st have been still
|
| J s E ot -
feebie,and the services quite %ﬁAﬂé@ﬁent.'Fdr=it“is a tradition that

\
thisg pastor preached only twice ohe swimer and that at Mr.John Rosbor=

‘-
owgth homme ,and during this oerloﬂ of neglect the church building
caught fire from the old fi€ld. st raw and was entirely consumed. In the
place of th:Ls/'bu:le.:.tvT of logs was erected which our oldest living
01t1#ens remember being told was mﬂken down about the year 1835 and
used\ ag the framework of the reslhence occupied by Mrs.lMary Jllen
Kennédy,mother of our csteemed fel;OWGltlzen,Mr.Jas.A Kennedy ,which

is s@ill g tanding about four mile%itoward Winnsboro on the public
roedi It is probably 2t this perigu that, the original site vag ex-

changed for the location now knowh as the cemetery lot,donated for
churah oroperty by Mr.Baward G.PaFner of Vahﬂgbla.

Aimwell church,like many other Qresbyteriam churches in 3outh Carow
lina!previously to 1&840,did not pa%sess regularly keot books of revords.

Thus?beginnin? about the time of tﬁe pastorate of the Rev.lr.Mitchell

Jeded which began in lMay 1838, itsshlutory max be traced much rnore
fullj and satisfactorily. When thib minigter assumed char;e the mem-
bershlw vas only 52 communicants, Oue of whom was n glave.

Ammwell church is n body corporate,under the style and title of
"The%Trustees of Almwell Church iﬁ:Fai”field PDistrict",the following
b31n5 the trusgstees denominated 1n‘the Act of December 1841l: R.R.Ros-
boroWgh Alexander Robingon, Jas.F.Qraig and Geo.R.Hunter. The trusteecs

| F
were the sanme in 1850 with the sub$t¢tutlon of Alex..Kennedy for Aler,

Roblqson,deceased- In 1855 the Boqrd was:Geo R Hunter,R.R.Rosborough,
A.H.Craig and Col.H.C.Davis.

Extracts from Sketch by R.A.Neares




